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across our school.
area where we continue to strive to improve at IPS.
contributions to the school.

- Mrs. James
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As we reach the end of a busy and rewarding term, December has brought a wonderful sense of excitement and togetherness

One of the highlights for many was our delicious Christmas dinner. The hall was beautifully decorated and our catering team
worked incredibly hard to provide a traditional meal that was thoroughly enjoyed by all. Another highlight was our assembly this
week where we gave out certificates to so many of our pupils who have achieved 98% and above attendance this term. This is an

Sadly, we are saying goodbye to Miss Clarke this term who works in Early Years - we wish her well and are very grateful for her

| would like to thank our staff for their dedication throughout the term, and our families for their continued support. As we look
ahead | wish you all a peaceful, happy and healthy holiday, and I look forward to welcoming everyone back in the New Year.
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Reception

Reception have been reading the story of the Gingerbread
Man. What better way to enjoy a story than cooking with
it! We made our own gingerbread people.

Then overnight the spare gingerbreads escaped!! We
showed the children the short animation of them
escaping and then we had a little hunt outside to find the
cheeky gingerbread. It was all very exciting and then
produced some amazing writing both in the lesson and
after in our independent learning.
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é All the children enjoyed designing and )
making their own moving pictures this
half term. To end the topic all children
made a moving gingerbread man and
got to take it home.

Year 1 children have all been working
hard to write their own poems based

on the poem 'What is pink?' by
Christina Roseti, children used Capital
letters, full stops and finger spaces in
their sentences and tried their best to

\ write neatly. 4

Year 2 have been exploring the
style of 'pop art'. We looked at
the work of an Islamic artist
and created our own. Children
used straight, bold lines, bright
block colours and repeated
patterns to replicate the style.
Everyone worked really hard to
create their own ideas and
focused on shading carefully.

Well done year 2!
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Year 3

Last week Year 3 treated us to a fabulous show on their
ukuleles, where they shared the songs that they have been
learning with Luton Music Service this term. It was lovely to
see so many parents and carers attending. Their ukulele
playing skills were impressive!
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Year 4

This week Year 4 have been designing, baking and
decorating Christmas biscuits.
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Year 5 Year 6
The Year 5 children truly shone on Monday with a fantastic Year 6 pupils have recently taken part in an exciting
d.rL.Jmmlng concgrt i el [elenis Havlig) werked ) project with the English National Opera, stepping into the
diligently in music lessons, they expertly demonstrated their role of composers. Over the course of the project, they
comma.nd O G us.|n9 el Adilican Djembes and created and refined their own original pieces of music. We
drumsiieis. I vwes @ celiglyiil eveit ha capivaisd are proud to share that their final compositions have now
everyone who attended. been submitted
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School-Led Conference 2025

Mrs James, Miss Northwood and three Y6 School Councillors recently attended the Student-Led Conference 2025,
where pupil representatives from primary schools across Luton came together to share ideas and inspire action to
make Luton a more child-friendly town.

This event gave young people a valuable opportunity to collaborate, have their voices heard and help shape their
community. Our School Councillors created a Zen Garden and a Wellbeing Room, as well as contributed to
discussion about how to improve their town. They showed fantastic leadership skills - well done!
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We have been focusing on addition, using different strategies and Sami in Year 1 has used his own methods to
find the answer to equations.

In literacy, we have been focusing on Deaf awareness. The children have created posters and used visual coding

to write a story recount.
Zaveen in Year 2 is now beginning to independently used vocabulary to create her work.

>
Author Visit

In a joint venture between Icknield Deaf Provision and Luton Deaf Children & Young People's service, author Karen
Hardwicke came to visit IDP on Friday 12th December. Karen, who used to teach at IPS and in the IDP, shared two
of her books with children from EYFS to Year 3. Parents of pre-school children also joined the first session.

Everyone really enjoyed the books and joining in with the signs, gestures, and expressions. It was fabulous to read
books all about deaf characters.
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Lunch Like a Leader

We were delighted to launch Lunch Like a Leader this half term as part of our updated behaviour policy. Each
half term, teachers will proudly select a pupil who has consistently set a fantastic example to others through
their behaviour and attitude.

Our chosen pupils enjoyed a special lunchtime, eating and chatting together and taking part in fun games.
There was lots of laughter and smiling faces as we celebrated their positive attitudes, kindness and sense of
responsibility.

Lunch Like a Leader has been a fantastic way to recognise and reward our role-model leaders, and we are
incredibly proud of all the pupils who took part. It has been a joy to celebrate their achievements with our school
community.

This half term’s chosen pupils were

e Aarish in Elephants for going and above and beyond in all his subjects in school and trying his best always.

» Eshaal in Giraffes for on a daily basis, consistently following The Icknield Way

e Hareem in Lions for being an excellent role model to others and working hard in every lesson

e Zoe in Aliens for being a fantastic role model and working exceptionally hard in all lessons

« Amelia in Astronauts for being conscientious, hard working and a perfect role model in her class

Ishaal in Robots for always demonstrating the Icknield way in her mannerisms and academically.

e Janelle in Dragons for always being a prime example of the Icknield Way!

» Inaya in Griffin for putting in a great amount of effort to improve her behaviour from Autumn 1to Autumn 2.
She has also been contributing more to whole class discussions and trying her best in Maths and English.
 Maryam P in Pegasus for always showing the Icknield Way. She is polite to elders, kind to her peers and tries
her best in all lessons. Maryam follows the Icknield Way, even when there's no adult around, setting an

example to the other pupils of Pegasus class.

e Banafsha in Aslan for wonderful behaviour, attentive listening, hard working, polite, helpful - a role model for
'The Icknield Way"!

e Maryum | in Caspian for being a conscientious, hard working and kind pupil and a role model for her peers.
She always tries her best with everything she does and is keen to support others with their learning.

e Zara in Rumblebuffin for always demonstrating excellent learning behaviours and epitomising the Icknield
Way.

« Ehsaan in Apollo for showing dedication to all that he does. Ehsaan is a kind boy, who listens well in lessons.
He asks questions, to ensure that he fully understands what he needs to do and regularly contributes his
thoughts to class, sharing ideas and insights. His behaviour is exemplary; he is a true role model for his peers.

» Fatima in Athena for unwavering commitment to her learning and being the best she can be in all aspects
of school life.

e Asvith in Zeus for going above and beyond in his Maths lessons

* Aydin in Capulet for his superb commitment to his learning that has resulted in excellent progression and
results.

e Afzan in Miranda for being a tremendous support to his talk partner and incredibly patient. He also engages
in every lesson with a positive attitude and enthusiasm.

* Yahya in Prospero for always going above and beyond in his efforts across all areas of the curriculum. He
engages fully in class discussions, offers his ideas and is not afraid to learn from his mistakes. He is
consistently polite and always behaves in 'The Icknield Way".
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Essential Skills Workshops with Luton Foodbank

We have partnered with Luton Food Bank to host a series of Essential Skills
Workshops for our school community. These sessions are designed to support
families with practical knowledge and useful everyday skills.

Our first workshop, “Getting Through Winter,” took place on Wednesday 10th
December. Thank you to everyone who attended - feedback was extremely
positive, and parents found the session informative and helpful. We look
forward to welcoming even more families at the upcoming workshops.

Upcoming Workshops:

¢ Wednesday 21Ist January: Looking After Your Health and Wellbeing
e Wednesday 11th February: Managing Your Money

¢ Wednesday 25th February: Smart Shopping

* Wednesday 25th March: Growing Your Own

e Wednesday 22nd April: Cooking on a Budget

Parents are welcome to attend as many or as few sessions as they wish - each
workshop stands alone and offers valuable, practical guidance.

foodbank

We hope to see you there!
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Dates for Your Diary
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January

W/C 5" January

7™ - Children back to school
W/C 19" January

20" - Year 6 trip to the
Lincolnsfield Children's Centre
for a 1940s Experience Day
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KidsOut

We would like to say a huge
thank you to KidsOut for their
incredibly generous donation of
sensory toys to our school. The
children have been delighted to
explore the new resources,
which are already making a
positive difference across the
school.

We are very grateful to KidsOut
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ior their kindness and support.

N[

-
Thank You!

Thank you for supporting the Royal British
Legion Poppy Appeal.

We raised a brilliant amount of £227.40!

In total Luton schools raised a whopping
£13,8552.82.

Icknield Talent Time!

Rumaysa (Year 2, Astronauts) has been learning about the
morse code and writing in braille at her Scouts Group. Here's
her name in Morse code and Braille.

Parents/carers, if you would like to share you
child’s talent please email
admin@ipsluton.co.uk
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ROYAL BRITISH LECION
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Attendance el done to Giraffes for having the Lunchtime Change
highest attendance this month! . . ;
| would like to share an important update regarding
FBUTTERFLIES 86.62% ACASPIAN a1 86% our lunch arrangements. After careful review, it has
FFIREFLIES 92 41% ARUMBLEBUFFIN 94 14% become clear that we are operating the lunchtime
FSEAHORSES g3 95% SAPOLLO g7 18%, dinner provision at a loss. One of the key contributing
1ELEPHANTS 89 18% SATHENA a5 64% factors is the need to staff two separate halls, which
1GIRAFEES g8 399, 5ZEUS 05 76% significantly increases our costs.
1LIONS 87 69% BCAPULET 96 09% To ensure that we are using our resources as
2ALIENS 91 5% 6MIRANDA 96 32% efficiently as possible, we will be consolidating our
2ASTRONAUTS 0B 44% B6PROSPERO a7 14% kitchen and lunch service into the Key Stage 2 hall
JROBOTS g3 22% from January 2026, so all children will be eating
IDRAGON a0 64% dinner in the KS2 hall.
3GRIFFIN 93 .94% The catering team and staff have been working hard
IPEGASUS 92 57% to ensure that this is a smooth transition for all and
AASLAN 80 71% that we continue to provide a high quality lunch.
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