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Headteacher’s Update

We have made a fantastic start to the new year, with a real sense of positivity and purpose across the school. Our prefects
continue to embrace their roles with maturity and enthusiasm, setting a wonderful example to others and supporting the

smooth running of the school day.

We are also delighted to be introducing our new Year 5 Play Leaders, who will bring fresh energy and creativity to lunchtimes

and help to ensure that playtimes are inclusive, active and enjoyable for all pupils.

Members of the Senior Leadership Team have completed a series of learning walks and book looks this half term. These provide
valuable opportunities to celebrate the many strengths we see in classrooms, to talk with pupils about their learning, and to
continue our shared focus on high-quality teaching and learning. Thank you, as always, to our staff and pupils for their hard work
and commitment, and to you as parents and carers for your collaboration - it has been a pleasure to see 2026 begin so positively!

- Mrs. James
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Reception

Reception have had a wonderful start back to the new year.
We have begun learning about where we live and
comparing different houses. We have learnt some excellent
vocabulary so ask your child, ‘What is a bungalow?’ We even
took a tour on Google Earth so we could check out some of
our own homes.

We have begun learning how to make junk model houses
and will continue with this process.

Drawing club this week has been Banana Man which has

Year 1 Year 1 have been reading the story
'The Dark' in English. The children
have written some fantastic
descriptions of the dark. They have
been using capital letters, full stops
and fingers spaces in their
sentences. Some children have even
started to use 'and' to extend their
sentences.

‘

created some amazing story writing. We all noticed he lived

in a terraced house. Next week we are reading Lost and
Found where they visit the North Pole. We shall have some
fun learning all about how this environment differs from our
own.

Make sure you talk at home about your homes and where
you live. Maybe you know people who live in different
countries and can talk about how that compares. We love to
see your observations on Tapestry so please keep sharing.

T \' " Torah scrolls, writing a
‘; " commandment or a class
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J them. They showed great

In RE, Year 2 have been
learning about the Jewish
holy book, the Torah. As
part of their learning, the
children created their own

rule that was important to

thought and creativity, and

thoroughly enjoyed the
lesson.
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Year 4

In Literacy, Year 3 children are reading the book "The
Iron Man" by Ted Hughes. The Children had a very
engaging drama lesson where they pretended to be the
farmers whose farms were destroyed by the gigantic
Iron Man and convened a meeting presided over by the
Mayor of the town, a role well played by Mr Bujok, to
come up with a plan to get rid of this problem. The role
play is followed by a persuasive piece of writing .

Year 4 have been creating electrical circuits and
experimenting to identify conductors and insulators.
We have been exploring the Anglo-Saxons as part of
our outdoor learning and looking at Anglo-Saxon
weaponry and artefacts.
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Year 6

Year 6 recently enjoyed an unforgettable trip where they
stepped back in time to experience life as a child during
the war. They took part in a range of hands-on activities,
exploring the aftermath of the Blitz and discovering what
wartime schooling was really like. The children also
learned about the importance of Dig for Victory, gaining a
powerful insight into how families lived, learned and
persevered during this challenging period in history.

JL VICTORY Now

(Year 5

To conclude our topic on the Vikings, the Year 5 children
created mixed-media collages. They began by
experimenting with colour gradients using paint, before
carefully tearing into a blue wash to suggest frothing, foamy
waves. The pupils then studied a range of Viking shield
designs and incorporated these, along with a mast and sail,
into their corrugated paper boats to complete their
compositions.
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MP Visit

It was a privilege to welcome Sarah Owen, MP for Luton North to visit our school. We took great pride in sharing
the wonderful work that takes place across the school and our pupils engaged enthusiastically and shared their
many thoughts around issues such as how to improve our local commmunity, keeping safe online and what they
aspire to be in the future.

Sarah visited our Deaf Provision, where the staff and pupils taught Sarah some new signs using British Sign
Language. Sarah has recently been raising awareness of the necessity for funding for BSL for Deaf children and
their families.

We sincerely thank Sarah for her support in championing this important issue which matters deeply to our school
community.

ICKNIELD PRIMAR

\.

r
Breakfast Before School

Eating breakfast helps children start the school day ready to learn. After a night's sleep, a healthy breakfast gives
children the energy they need to concentrate, stay focused, and take part fully in lessons. Even a small breakfast
can make a big difference!

A healthy breakfast doesn't have to be complicated or time-consuming. Foods
such as cereal with milk, toast, fruit, yoghurt, or porridge can provide the
energy and nutrients children need. Even a small breakfast is better than none
at all.
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Essential Skills Workshops with Luton Foodbank

We have partnered with Luton Food Bank to host a series of Essential Skills
Workshops for our school community. These sessions are designed to support
families with practical knowledge and useful everyday skills.

Upcoming Workshops:
* Wednesday 11th February: Managing Your Money
* Wednesday 25th February: Smart Shopping
e Wednesday 25th March: Growing Your Own
*» Wednesday 22nd April: Cooking on a Budget

Parents are welcome to attend as many or as few sessions as they wish - each
workshop stands alone and offers valuable, practical guidance.

We hope to see you there!

foodbank
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Dates for Your Diary

Coming soon: Icknield’s first ever Iftar celebration!
Keep an eye out for more information.
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February

W/C 2nd February

5%~ Year 6 music concert
W/C 16" February

16" - 20" - Half Term.

W/C 23" February

23" - Children back to school

March

W/C 16" March

20" - Year 2 Music Concert
W/C 23 March

26" - Parents' Evening

27" - PTA Cultural Day

W/C 30" March

30™ March - 13" April - Easter
Holidays
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Icknield Talent Time!

Maaiza (Year 3, Criffin) has been impressing everyone with some excellent drawings of Pokémon
characters. Her artwork shows fantastic attention to detail, creativity, and real enthusiasm for drawing.
Maaiza has spent time carefully sketching and colouring a range of well-known characters, and the
results are something to be proud of. Well done to Maaiza for her hard work and artistic talent — keep

drawing!
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Attendance

Our whole school attendance for January was 94.25%

Well done to Prospero for having the highest

FBUTTERFLIES 03.83% 4CASPIAN 94.71%
FFIREFLIES 00.97% 4RUMBLEBUFFIN 94.29%
FSEAHORSES 01.52% 5APOLLO 91.52%
1ELEPHANTS 04.88% S5ATHENA 96.06% | attendance this month!
1GIRAFFES 95.62% 57EUS 95.43%
1LIONS 04.49% 6CAPULET 07.33%
2ALIENS 04.54% EMIRANDA 07.43%
2ASTRONAUTS 90.16% 6PROSPERO 98%
2ROBOTS 86.69%

IDRAGOM 04.39%

3GRIFFIN 06.85%

IPEGASUS 95.15%

AASLAN 94.68%




