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Headteacher’s Update

As we bring the Spring term to a close, it has been a pleasure to see the continued enthusiasm for learning across
the school. The longer days and brighter weather (well, at least some days) seem to bring with them a renewed
energy, and our pupils have certainly embraced this in their classrooms.
Throughout this half-term, we have been carrying out learning walks, book looks and speaking with our pupils to
gain their views, with a focus on the curriculum areas of writing and mathematics. This has provided valuable
opportunities to see learning in action, celebrate strengths, and identify next steps. It has been particularly
encouraging to observe the progress pupils are making in developing their writing skills, alongside their growing
confidence in oracy and fluency in maths. The dedication of both staff and pupils continues to shine through.
We were also delighted to host our first Iftar event, which was a truly special occasion for our school community. It
was wonderful to come together in a spirit of reflection, respect, and celebration. Events like these highlight the
richness of our diverse community and the importance of shared experiences in strengthening our connections.
Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support as a school community. Enjoy the break, let’'s hope for some
sunshine and for those of you celebrating, a Happy Easter.

Mrs. James
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Reception Year 1
In EYFS we have been enjoying some wonderful stories Year 1 have been enjoying outdoor learning with Mr Peck
such as Jack and the Beanstalk as well as The Bog Baby. this half term. The children have enjoyed finding out about
These stories inspire the children to write but also to the animals that live in and around our school. This week all
create beautiful art. Last week we made giant beanstalks the children made shelters for animals. They worked well
which have become our wow word stands. together and Werereally successful e
World Book Day saw the veggies being suspended in the
tree by the naughty Evil Pea! We had a vote for which
Supertato we wanted to read in snack time.
Bog Baby inspired us to paint in the style of Monet! Watch \ y
this space as we grow our own magic beans!
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Year 2

Year 2 have been exploring microbes in science. Children
created and named their own virus, fungi or bacteria and
described the symptoms they create.
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Year 4
Year 3
Children in Year 4 have made wind turbines when
Griffin Class had a special workshop led by an organisation |ooking at renewable energy sources as part of our

called D|g|tAII They learnt all about how to code a Microbit. Science Electricity topic. They have also been

developing their DT skills through exploring how to
create different mechanisms in preparation for
designing and constructing a children's book with

moving parts.




(Year 5

In their Geography lessons, the Year 5 children are learning
about coasts. In this lesson, they used playdough to model
coastal features, creating the rock (beige), the sea and the
grass. Acting like the sea, they slowly eroded the rock to
form a cave. As the erosion continued, the cave developed
into an arch. Eventually, when the arch collapsed due to
further erosion, it left behind a stack. This practical activity
helped the children understand how coastal landforms
change over time.
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Year 6

Year 6 have produced impressive double-page spreads to
showcase their learning about life during World War Il.
They have developed an understanding of why gas masks
were essential for protection, the experiences of children
during evacuation and the impact of rationing on
everyday life. The children also investigated the important
role women played and learned about the different
countries involved, including the Allies and the Axis
powers. Their work demonstrates thoughtful research and
creativity.
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Phonics Mentors

making a positive difference.

Some of our Year 4 and Year 5 pupils have been supporting our younger pupils in Year 1 with their phonics. A
big thank you to Aishah, Zainab, Aasiyah, Zoyah, Aisha, Khadija, Aaminah, Ehmed, Arissa, Melissandra, Umaiza
and Saad, for being our fantastic Phonics Mentors! We are so very proud of you for giving up your time and
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Year 5/6 Girls Football

On Thursday 26" February, we went to Stopsley PowerLeague to play in the Year 5/6 Girls Football Tournament.
It was packed with lots of schools. In the morning, we played in a league against six schools. We won four of
the matches, drew one and lost one. This meant we placed second in our league with 13 points.

We then found out we had qualified for the Large Cup. First we played Someries in the quarter-final and we
beat them 2-0. Next, we had a very tough match against Hillborough in the semi-final. They were a very strong
team and unfortunately we lost the match. However, we then had to play one final match against Tennyson
Road Primary School to see who would win the bronze medal. It was a very close match with both teams
scoring but in the end, Tennyson won 3-2.

We were disappointed not to win a medal but had a great time and were proud that we finished 4™ out of 21
schools.
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Iftar Celebration

Our very first Iftar Celebration was a truly special evening, bringing together children, staff and families to share
in the spirit of Ramadhan. The school hall looked fantastic, decorated beautifully to create a warm and
welcoming space for everyone to enjoy.

One of the best parts of the evening was the lovely sense of community. Children from different year groups
took part with great enthusiasm, sharing poems and kind messages about Ramadhan. A big thank you to our
wonderful host, Mr Rohman, who explained the meaning of Ramadhan in such an engaging way and kept
everyone interested throughout. It was lovely to see the children learning about important values like kindness,
patience and generosity.

There were also some brilliant activities organised, especially the Ramadhan quiz, which was both fun and
educational and enjoyed by all.

Overall, the Iftar Celebration was a fantastic success. It was a great way to bring everyone together, celebrate
our diverse community and create happy memories for all who attended. Events like this really show what a
caring and inclusive school community we have.
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Lunch Like a Leader

This half term’s chosen pupils enjoyed a special lunchtime, eating and chatting together and taking part in fun
games. There was lots of laughter and smiling faces as we celebrated their positive attitudes, kindness and
sense of responsibility.

Lunch Like a Leader has been a fantastic way to recognise and reward our role-model leaders, and we are
incredibly proud of all the pupils who took part. It has been a joy to celebrate their achievements with our school
community.

This half term’s chosen pupils were

e Irha in Elephants for excellent behaviour and hard work in class.

Sufyan in Elephants for always working hard in class.

Alice in Giraffes for always working hard, helping others and following the Icknield Way.

Adam Ishaq in Giraffes for trying hard in everything he does and always following The Icknield Way.

Safa in Lions for always listening well, working hard and her behaviour is good.

Eesa in Lions for always following instructions well and working hard

Syed in Aliens for always working exceptionally hard in all lessons and having a fantastic attitude to learning.
Hadia in Aliens for her hard work across all lessons.

Michaela in Astronauts for working so hard to achieve each task and being such a fantastic role model to
others.

Safa in Astronauts for working so hard in every lesson and being really sociable and caring with class
members.

Alaya A in Robots for working exceptionally hard in all lessons.

Hannah in Robots for always having a positive learning attitude.

Umar in Dragons for always being keen to improve his work and working extremely hard across a variety of
subjects. He is always happy to answer questions and goes above and beyond in Mathematics to progress his
knowledge.

Ayah in Dragons for settling in well since starting at Icknield in September and although being very shy she
is always willing to share her ideas with the class. She is always respectful and kind, and strives to be the best
she can be.

Maheen in Griffin for super effort in doing extra learning at home and practicing her letter formation with
the support of a pencil grip.

Maleek in Griffin for his hard work and excellent progress in reading.

Deonte in Pegasus for always showing the Icknield Way during the school day. He is enthusiastic to acquire
new learning and always tries his best in lessons. During class discussion, Deonte makes valuable
contributions and is ever ready to help his classmates.

Salar in Pegasus for being a model pupil who always follows the Icknield Way , tries to be his best in all the
areas of the curriculum and is respectful and kind towards peers and adults alike.

Shaveer in Aslan for always showing the Icknield Way in school, getting on with tasks with little fuss, always
trying his best, for completing all required homework on time and being a pleasure to teach in class.

Mihsan in Aslan for being a sensible, kind and conscientious member of the class. Who quietly gets on with
his tasks and always tries his best.

Alizah in Caspian for hard work across the curriculum and always following and showing the Icknield Way in
everything she does.

Abdur-Rehman in Caspian for his positive attitude towards all aspects of school life, for following the Icknield
Way by trying his best in all lessons, and for the beautiful manners and kindness he shows towards others.
Amaan in Rumblebuffin for his excellent attitude and dedication towards his times tables homework where
he goes above and beyond the required expectations every week.

Ehsan in Rumblebuffin for always having impeccable behaviour and consistently demonstrating the
Icknield Way. He tries his best with every task, even when he finds learning tricky. Ehsan is one of our top
performers in terms of his times tables homework and has grown in confidence as the year has progressed.
Aasiyah in Apollo for being a kind girl who can always be relied upon to try her best. Her inquisitive nature
and active participation reflect a genuine passion for learning. She is a credit to the school.

Zoyah in Apollo for being a kind girl who can always be relied upon to follow the 'Icknield Way'. She works
hard to apply what she has been taught resulting in assessment score of which she should be proud.
Tanisha in Athena for being hardworking and the feedback from her small group work with Mrs
O'Shaughnessy is always extremely positive, both in her approach to her work and her willingness to support
her peers.
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Lunch Like a Leader

« Zakariya in Athena for a definite improvement in his effort and attitude to learning in class over the last few
weeks.

» Grayson in Zeus for going above and beyond to improve his handwriting and presentation in his book. We
have noticed such a positive change since the beginning of the year.

e Mihran in Zeus for always following the Icknield Way and working so hard in his lessons. Well done!

e Zara in Capulet for making the most amount of progress out of all the pupils in the class in the last half-term
and she is also an exemplary prefect.

e Martin in Capulet for his superb attitude in everything he does from his independent learning, to his
behaviour around school, to the impeccable way he has represented Icknield Primary in the football team this
season.

« Ayah in Miranda for putting 100% effort into all of her learning. She not only contributes valuable ideas to class
and group discussions but also models exceptional behaviour to her peers and younger children in the school.

e Zynah in Miranda for making tremendous progress in Year 6, especially in her Maths. She demonstrates
resilience when faced with difficulties and shows fantastic enthusiasm in all subjects. She is also a great role
model to her friends and is respectful and kind to everyone she interacts with.

* Leeyah in Prospero for consistently working incredibly hard and applying herself thoughtfully to her learning.
She is reflective, using feedback to improve, and as a result is making excellent progress in maths. A brilliant
example of determination and a positive learning attitude.

e Ali Hasan in Prospero for working incredibly hard to improve his handwriting. He has been resilient and
reflective and should be extremely proud of his efforts.

Icknield Talent Time!

A big shout out to Zak in Year 3, who built an awesome LEGO replica of Icknield Primary
School. Using colourful LEGO bricks and great attention to detail, he recreated our school
building. | look forward to seeing what he creates next!

Parents/carers, if you would like to share your child's
talent please email admin@ipsluton.co.uk
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Dates for Your Diary Attendance
. Sadly, attendance at IPS has dropped this half term. Every school
April ) . . : :
day counts — let's focus on improving, so that children are in
school everyday learning alongside their friends.
W/C 13* April veel 2 2
th _ : FBUTTERFLIES B4.44% 4CASPIAN 90.17%
& - Clhilleen saekio senoe FFIREFLIES 85.89% ARUMBLEBUFFIN 91.67%
FSEAHORSES 87.13% SAPOLLO 91.21%
May 1ELEPHANTS 90.34% SATHENA 91.67%
1GIRAFFES 90.83% S5ZEUS 92.67%
1LIONS 90.86% 6CAPULET 9333%
W/C 4™ May 2ALIENS 90.95% 6MIRANDA 89.42%
th . 2ASTRONAUTS 9308% 6PROSPERO 91.25%
4 Ea.rly May Bank Holiday (School closed SROBOTS 87 5%
to pupils) 3DRAGON 87.12% WHOLE SCHOOL 90.20%
w/C 25" May 3GRIFFIN 91.25%
th th 3PEGASUS 91.04%
25" - 29" - Half Term e Lo
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